Electron microscopic evidence for the association of M2 protein with the influenza virion.
Immunogold electron microscopy revealed that site-specific antibodies elicited by a synthetic peptide representing the N-terminal sequence (residues 2-10) of influenza virus M2 protein were capable of binding to the surface of virions. Antibody binding was observed with two human influenza virus strains but not with an avian virus strain which has amino acid substitutions in the appropriate sequence of M2. These results provide direct evidence for the presence of M2 in the influenza virion.